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169th  COMMISSION MEETING ON MONDAY 30th MARCH 2015 
AT 10:00 IN THE OFFICE OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH 
STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA  

 
 

In attendance: Les Allamby, Chief Commissioner 
   John Corey 

   Marion Reynolds  
   Christine Collins 

   Alan McBride 
   Milton Kerr   

   Grainia Long 

 
Present:  Virginia McVea, Director 

    
 

Present for part 
Of meeting: David Russell, Deputy Director 

   Rebecca Magee, Personal Assistant   
   Lorraine Hamill, Finance & Personnel Manager  

    
Apologies:  Paul Yam  

Claire Martin, Communications Worker 
 

 
1. Minutes of the previous meetings 

 

1.1 The minutes of the 167th Commission meeting were 
agreed following the minor amendments discussed at 

the previous meeting.  
 

1.2 The minutes of the 168th Commission meeting were 
agreed.  
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2. Matters arising  

 
2.1 Commissioners were updated on the application for a 

joint project with Ulster University  to look at issues 
around unrepresented litigants.  It was noted that a full 

application has been requested (item 3.1 of the 168th 
minutes refers).  

 
2.2 Commissioners were updated on correspondence to the 

Director of Public Prosecution Service (item 9.3 of the 
167th minutes refers). 

 
2.3 Commissioners were updated on informal contacts 

made with the five NI Executive political parties on the 
Bill of Rights.  Commissioners agreed that further 

informal contacts should continue taking account of the 

action plan objectives (item 10.1 of the 168th minutes 
refers).  

 
3. Chief Commissioner Report  

 
3.1 The Chief Commissioner reported on his recent 

meetings.  These included:  
 

 Sir Jonathan Stephens, Director General of the 
NIO and colleagues. 

 Secretary of State Theresa Villiers MP. 
 Barra McGrory, Director of Public Prosecution 

Service.  
 Voice of Young People in Care (VOYPIC). 

 

3.2 The Chief Commissioner also reported on: 
 

 The International Co-ordinating Committee for 
NHRIs (ICC) which took place in Geneva 11-14 

March.  Events at the ICC included a session 
examining the value of human rights 

investigations and inquiries and chairing a side 
meeting looking at how NHRIs and Ombudsman 

can work together and the value of embedding 
human rights work in the later organisations work. 

 Talkback show live from Hydebank Young 
Offenders Centre - guest speaker alongside the 

Minister of Justice, head of NIPS and many others. 
 Dinner with Kirsten Sandberg, the chair of the UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

 Evidence session before the NI Assembly Social 
Development Committee alongside Carers (NI) 

and a local carer. 
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4. Commissioner report and general environment 
discussion 

 
4.1 There was a short discussion on current political and 

other issues as part of the pre agreed approach decided 
at the Commissioner retreat.  

 
5. Outline Report on the commissioners Retreat on 10+11 

February 
 

5.1 The Chief Commissioner gave an update on the retreat 
along with the action points from the two days as was 

discussed at the February meeting.  Commissioners 
were content with the progress and plans for ensuring 

the action points are carried forward. 

 
6. Final Business Plan 2015-16  

 
6.1 Commissioners discussed the final draft of the Business 

Plan for 2015-16 which included amendments made at 
the February meeting. 

 
6.2 Commissioners agreed that following minor 

amendments the Business Plan for 2015-16 was 
accepted and could be sent to the NIO for approval. 

 
7. Final Human Rights Inquiry chapters 

 
7.1 Commissioners discussed the Human Rights Inquiry 

Chapters.  

 
7.2 Commissioners discussed the recommendations of the 

Inquiry. 
 

7.3 Commissioners agreed the chapters to the inquiry 
subject to minor amendments.  A number of 

amendments were suggested to the draft 
recommendations.  It was agreed that the Chief 

Commissioner would draft a conclusions section and 
recast recommendations for Commissioner Feedback. 

 
7.4 Commissioner Grainia Long agreed to undertake a final 

proofread of the whole document. 
 

7.5 An accuracy check process is to be initiated and the 

launch and publication is likely to be towards the end of 
May 2015. 
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8. Chapter: Business Plan Pillar two:  research paper 

analysing human rights standards and issues of public 
policy related to conflict 

 
8.1 Commissioners discussed the Business Plan Pillar two:  

research paper analysing human rights standards and 
issues of public policy related to conflict chapter. 

 
8.2 The chapter was agreed subject to minor amendments. 

 
8.3 Commissioner Marion Reynolds dissented from the 

approval of the chapter on grounds that it did not 
identify the outstanding current public policy issues 

which could be resolved by future application of the UN 
DDR standards framework and in places state bodies 

are equated with non-state bodies. 

 
9. Strategic Planning update document 

 
9.1 Commissioners discussed the Strategic Planning update 

documents and discussed the timeline for stakeholder 
consultation. 

 
9.2 Commissioners agreed to meeting to discuss the 

stakeholder comments following engagement. 
 

Action: Stakeholder list to 
be circulated to 

Commissioners. 
 

10. Director’s Report, year planner and corporate report 

 
10.1 Commissioners discussed the Director’s report and 

corporate report. 
 

10.2 The Director reported on the recent recruitment for a 
Research Assistant (Temporary) and Researcher (full-

time). 
 

10.3 Commissioners welcomed the year planner.  
 

10.4 Commissioners noted the finance report and that the 
Commission would be within budget for 2014/2015. 

 
11. Final Quarter report against the Business Plan 

 

11.1 The Director reported on the Final Quarter report 
against the Business Plan. 
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11.2 Commissioners noted that all projects were on target to 

be completed by the end of the financial year. 
 

12. ‘Raise the Age’ Proposal 
 

12.1 Commissioners agreed to the ‘Raise the Age’ proposal 
requested by Include Youth. 

 
13. Any other Business  

  
 13.1 Nothing to report. 

 
 

  


