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400 students gave their views to Amnesty International between
September 2001 and January 2002 about what they want in a Bill of
Rights. The survey took place in controlled, maintained and integrated
schools. Students aged between 11-18 years took part. The top three
rights identified by young people were the right to protection from
bullying, the right to be taught human rights education in all schools and
the right to free university education.

Brook Belfast surveyed its clients on their views on a Bill of Rights. 137
young people completed a questionnaire over a two week period in
January 2002. A young volunteer was involved in the design,
dissemination and collation of the questionnaire. There was
overwhelming support for young people s right to access free information,
advice and services regarding sexual health. The young people also
believed that they should be able to get this service without their parent s
permission. Having sex education on the school curriculum was also one
of the top rights identified by the young people.



The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission would like to thank all
of you who took part in our consultation on Making a Bill of Rights for
Northern Ireland. We are very happy with both the numbers and
quality of submissions (submissions are suggestions given to the
Commission in different ways, in writing, artwork, video). Over 1,350
children and young people from very different backgrounds took part.

We promise you that the Human Rights Commissioners will think very
seriously about what you have said to us. You make up almost one
third of people here and you are a very important group of people in the
Bill of Rights consultation process. The Commission is also committed
to consulting young people under its Section 75 equality duty.

A Bill of Rights offers a wonderful chance to strengthen the rights
children and young people already have under the UN s Convention of
the Rights of the Child. This Convention was signed over ten years
ago. However the Commission is still concerned about the lack of
rights for young people here. One in three children live in poverty. The
education system discriminates against huge numbers of young people.
The age of criminal responsibility has not yet been raised.

However there are some good things happening too. There will soon
be a Children s Commissioner in Northern Ireland. This shows how
serious the government is about young people s rights. They will need
powers, money and independence to do this. We think it will be
important to have young people s rights clearly listed in a Bill of Rights.
It will also be important that something can be done if these rights are
broken.

Finally, we look forward to working with you in the future. We can work
together to make sure all young people in Northern Ireland have the
rights they need.

& N < B l(&(\ N
Brice Dickson
Chief Commissioner



This booklet is about hearing the voices of young people. We have
quoted directly from young people who took part in the consultation
(consultation means talking to people to find out what they think
about something). We have not listed the names of people or
groups beside the quotes. This is to make sure we respect their
privacy. You will find a list of the groups and people at the back of
the booklet.
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' ( What s a Bill of Rights? )

People in Northern Ireland have been
talking about a Bill of Rights for a long
time but what is it? A Bill of Rights is
simply a list of all the basic rights that everyone in the state is
entitled to enjoy. It sets a standard against which people can judge
how they are treated by their government. Other countries that
have a Bill of Rights include the United States of America and
South Africa.

It s in the Belfast ( Good Friday) Agreement 1998. A Bill of Rights
was seen as very important in helping peace to last. It should help
to make sure that everybody has the same rights. Everybody will
know what their rights are and that people s rights must be
respected. All communities and groups of people living her need
this, including unionists and nationalists, Protestants and Catholics,
ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, the gay community, older
people, women, children and young people.

After the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement was signed the
Secretary of State asked the Northern Ireland Human Rights
Commission to give advice on the scope for a Bill of Rights for
Northern Ireland. The Commission knew that for it to come up with
the best advice it needed to talk to and listen to as many people as
possible. After all, a Bill of Rights will be for everybody living in
Northern Ireland. That includes young people!



Yes! You make up one third of the
population here. You are the experts on
your own lives. Young people are also the
future for Northern Ireland. It s a very important human right to
have the chance to say what you think and to be involved in
decisions that affect your life. In fact, under equality legislation all
public bodies must consult with young people. For all of these
reasons the Commission wants to involve you in coming up with
ideas and advice on a Bill of Rights that would be for everyone in
Northern Ireland.

We knew that we needed to make our Bill of Rights consultation
document easy to follow. We produced a specially designed version
for children and young people. We also knew that you needed help
to take part in the consultation. We employed a person to help you
do this. We got in contact with lots of you through schools or youth
clubs. However, we realised that to hear about the kind of things that
were affecting your lives and the sorts of rights you need we had to
go beyond schools and youth clubs. We really wanted to hear from
young people who rarely if ever get a chance to be heard — such as
young Travellers, young people with disabilities, young people in
rural areas, young gay men and lesbians, young workers and young
people directly affected by the conflict.




We asked you to answer some important
questions about young people s rights within
a Bill of Rights. A huge number of you did
this. This booklet brings together all your

ideas and recommendations. We can t reproduce every single idea or
comment but we have tried to include as many of them as possible.

Young people clearly believe that a Bill of Rights should be for
everybody living in Northern Ireland. In particular you talked about
rights for groups of people who experience discrimination and
inequality. None of the submissions was in favour of limiting the
Bill of Rights to the two larger unionist/nationalist communities
alone. Young people felt that it was very important that a Bill of
Rights should include specific rights for children and young people.

“There need S Fo be an

a,ch(oz‘)/sdggmsml %4
Fhe d,zé/)égrin%

Commiinitie S 1oith

d%jsrsm‘ HEEAS £.4-

AEON/E toith
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“The Bill of Rights is about
human rights - everyone is
human and should be
included.”

‘We feel that the Bill of
Rigrints should be for
everyone reqrordless of their
backarrounds or
Clremmstonces s everyone
showld have the same rvigrhts
ond there are other qu{j?es of
people i Northern Trelond
who need the same things!



"Qrkls in all schools
should be allowed to
wear frousers.

"It we didn't have equality
we may be treated
different because people
may judge us by our colour,
race, gender, language,
religion, politics, disability,
nationality or our
relationship status.”

“If everybody is equdl
there will be less
disagreement and more
fairness.”

A right to equality was the number one
named right. It was raised in lots of different
ways — equality between boys and girls, for
young Travellers, for young people with
disabilities, for young people from the two
main communities and for individuals as well as groups. It is something
that you obviously feel very strongly about and see as a basic human
right. For many of you a right to equality is very simple All human — all
equal . You talked about how equality can help people. It leads to less
disagreement, greater fairness and integration for all communities.

"fhere should be a

COPMMUNY centre
for e Chrese
COPPUNHY winieh

would have shops,
parJ«'\c,u\ar\y for
Specfie foad wihieh
cartt be N
\ocal Shaps, sporis
fac\\ies and otrer
serviees."

“It's a fundamental right
for everybody to speak the
language of their choice,
whether it be Ulster Scots
or Irish.”

‘ (R(@/Wc £0) be treated
e%u&m@/ o matter whot
footlooll tops we wear!

“The vecaprnibion of Pritish Sigrn
LCMW and Trish g(@/n
Langruazre wil help 4o
tegrvote the denf mxe%u{}f
o the hedring word,
preventing the deak from
fedingy e second class
citizens”

"Disabled people are only
getting half of what they
are supposed to be
getting, whether it's to do
with buildings or buses.”



You were asked where would the rights of
young people (and children) would work
best in a Bill of Rights - in a special
chapter on their own or mixed in throughout the Bill?

All of you who answered this question felt that there should be a
separate chapter for young people s rights. You gave very clear
reasons for this choice.

" —

104 there IS wot a Separate
Section then children and
yorng. PEOP/ES m’g}n‘g’ will be

overlooked and f@«gﬁo#sn aboct.”

“There M/kae% showld be o section on
childven and Yowngy people in the Bil of
Rigrints. This would show Yroungy” people
that they are respected.



You talked about both your need for and
right to information in lots of different
areas of your lives — at home, in school, in
the care system, in dealings with public
bodies.

You also talked about the different kinds of information you felt you
should have a right to — career guidance, sex education and sexual
health, youth issues and personal information kept on files by
public bodies.

You felt very strongly that rights alone, without information about
them would be of very little use to you. You said that the
Commission needed to make it easier for young people to get
information on their rights. You made suggestions about how this
could be done including through producing a children s newspaper.

Youngy people Showld.
hawve the r{@/Wc to see L )
ol of the information Ig your dont

held about them - 4his “ ‘“”S_’L"“Q‘t
ér/OU_P P/gh S notw

IS especiodlyy yorr cant fake
IFW\POY{?M{? to %/UU»V\@/ CLC,%/OK. SO
people i the coxe yorrn PEOD/E
S(@/S%@VV\.” Sholld  have the

right #o have help
#0° cinderStand

r‘/gjﬂl“s. "
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“The rights of children and young people should be
listed in a book, telling them where to go if their
rights are violated.”

100% of young people surveyed by Brook Belfast believed that young people
should have a right to access free information, advice and services regarding

sexual health.



A BETTER TOMORROW

Catrole or Protesiant; wioman or man,
we have our r'\ah*sj which we demand
The 2\ of R'\g\fﬂs helps us 4o see

That Ahe ?O\\ow'\na *H\ngs are not 1o be

BU“Y"”@ violence and racism 4oo

People from Norithern Trelamd are not to do
for 4his will cause us areat pain and sorrow
So et the 2\ of R'\Sh%s 3'\\/9, US a beter

tomorrows

Without 4his help our world will be
Rema'\n'\ng W Violernce and unhappy
Do you dream of a future 1o come

Where you can be free frop al\l harpa

Gwve the 3\ of R'\c\zsh*s a Fuiure so that we can

have one'

SOVMQAAM/M&FON ~

Samantha Brown



“If everybody looked the same we’d get tired of
looking at each other”
(Groove Armada)

Congratulations and well done to everyone who has taken part in
the consultation. Young people living in Northern Ireland live in a
mult-cultural and diverse society. You are better placed than any
generation that has gone before you to say what is needed to
secure equal treatment and equal rights for everybody. This is
reflected by your wide ranging viewpoints and your genuine desire
for change.

We are not all the same. In fact we are all very different, that s what
makes each of us special. We also all have different needs. It s
important that these needs are met

‘r_ ﬁ and that our basic rights are

-l'jn’ protected. It s not only necessary to
protect our rights but the rights of
others. We must always keep in our
minds that if we expect to be
accepted then we need to accept.

A Bill of Rights will give us the chance to declare our worth as
individuals. It will also help to make sure that our individuality is
protected. It is vitally important that we embrace this opportunity
with open arms and help to shape your future in Northern Ireland.

Carolyn Stewart
DJ, Cool FM



Education rights were the second most
often raised set of rights. The importance
of education in your lives was very evident
from the types of things you said about it.
In your comments you talked about an
education system that is for everybody. You named lot of subjects
that should be on the curriculum. These included dealing with
bereavement, sex education, equality and human rights. The
young people with disabilities amongst you said that you wanted to
have a real choice in relation to mainstream versus special needs
education.

93% of students surveyed by Amnesty International wanted a right to human
rights education in school. Young people felt that it is vitally important to be
taught about human rights to learn to respect each other and celebrate
differences.

"\/OW\@/ people Should be taungnt
lm@/ teochers not o be
mscr{w\(mjcor(@/."

‘A rigrht +o be respected lon@/ teaehers.”

97% of clients surveyed by Brook
Belfast believed that sex education
should be provided as an essential
part of the education curriculum.




"/\’/gﬁf fo participate

in an independent “Noun peOple have
appEals procedere  Ahe yight fo financial
/f 5)(95{(541 fmm support 1o allow those
School. who wish to {\O“OW

Things | need every their chosen
daé) = feacher and educational path.”
school. “Facilities for disabled

pupils — disabled pupils
have equal rights.”

95% of students surveyed by Amnesty International felt that young people
should have the right to a free university education. It was pointed out that many
young people in Northern Ireland could not afford to go to university because of
the introduction of fees.

Most of you knew that there is no minimum wage for under 18s.
Many of you said that you saw this as discrimination on the basis of
age. You sent out a very strong message that the Bill of Rights
must include rights and protections for young people who are
working.

Minimum  wa \Dor
children working should
a}?}?l% to sixteen year
olds plus.”

" The Bl of Rigrints showld offer protection
Qpounst disiissal on the grvownds of sexual
orientation. T4 should also include

protection i the private enterprise as well as

The minimum wage should grovernment/public bodies"

be at least £3.00 per hour”



This was one right that you linked to
almost every other right you discussed.
For example when talking about rights for
young people with disabilities you also talked about the right to be
consulted in relation to choice of school. When you talked about
rights to a family you also talked about the child s right to be
consulted in relation to fostering decisions.

You gave a very sensible view of how this would happen. You
believed that the most important thing was to consult a child or
young person on any decision being made. No lower age limit
should be placed on consulting with children. The views of the child
or young person should then influence but not totally determine any
decision being made.

"le Shocild have ocir

VicES Jeard in all 1hingS

Hat affeat cis. Ropk  Towgy people have d vigrink
Shovdd ISten #o that we Wt 4o be treaked as on
bave f0 Say aS wE are afterthongrht when

Fle g)(pgr\fg’ in &”‘@ consuleation exercises are
yocng. in MNortsern corvied. ont.
Ireland.” Youngy people showld hove o

rt@/Wc to howe o SOy in

" right to say what colour your ) icion maring: in sehods.
v

walls are in the hostel.”

(residential accommodation) Young people should have a
H%W 1o %Oufh

ymkngﬁ people Showld representatives on decision

have a m‘g}n‘ to fake makm% bodie 5.

pa,m‘ in fa,m//g
deciSions.”
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i"I You spoke a lot about the different kinds of

harassment, threat, violence and abuse

that happen to you. They included racist,

sectarian and homophobic harassment and violence. Some of you
felt that living with the threat of violence was as bad as the violence
itself. You also named the different places where this treatment can
occur. It happens in the family, in school, on the bus, on the street,
in the town. A strong message came from you that all young people
should have a right to protection in all instances. You wanted to
see serious measures being taken by schools, councils and the
police among others to tackle bullying.

98% of students surveyed by Amnesty International identified protection against
bullying as the top right they wanted included in a Bill of Rights.

“There showldnt be oy bullies ak sehool or on the stre ets

" It should state that a child has the right
against any form of abuse or harassment
in the family.”

Something should be added
about the H%”\T to protection
\Okom sectarian abuse




Matters linked to age that you brought up
included the age of criminal responsibility, voting
age, age for drinking, smoking, driving a car,
consent to heterosexual and homosexual
relationships and minimum wage. Most of you didn t know that the age of
criminal responsibility was 10 years. Almost all of you felt strongly that it
should be raised. You also felt strongly that there should be a minimum
wage for under 18s. You said that the lack of a minimum wage
discriminated against you. Most of you felt that the age for voting should be
brought down to 17 years. However some of you believed it should remain
at 18 years. You felt that young people didn t have the necessary
experience or political education to vote at 17. You didn t all agree either on
the age for things like sexual consent, smoking, drinking and driving a car.

'"Aae of criminal f’;@rs political

re POHS\b\\HY ediication IS uneeded

Should be raised ,ésééo;ﬂz ,éz/ng, allowea.

from 10 4o 1z . “Since Northern Ireland is
ears of aae." fo vofe. - o

Y ae- constitutionally within the UK,

the age of consent in

‘Beingy allowed. to vote ok Northern Ireland for gay

(7 1S imporbant beconse it The a \Oor a drivin relationships should be the

Shows that the government  licence should be raised same as the current age of

VOAKES (oY Opinion and to IR years as this would  consent for England, Scotland

that %/éw thougrhts are help p&Ople t0 be. more. and Wales.”
actuallyy volid. ond. con
moke o difference in
sou’@%o,j/.“

cake,\@ul on the roads and
prevent accidents.”

66% of clients surveyed by Brook Belfast felt that the age of consent for
heterosexual relationships should be 16 years while 23% felt that it should remain at

17 years.



There was a high level of support for rights
that give people a decent standard of
living. You wanted rights to things like
accommodation, basic facilities and
enough money to live on. You wanted everybody to have these
things.

You showed an awareness of the levels of poverty in society here
as well as people s right not to have to live like that. You feltits
especially important for young Travellers and young disabled
people to have these rights. One interesting suggestion made by a
number of you was the right to money of your own.

“We should support the homeless, sick or
unemployed to give people a chance to live life to
the full and to enjoy healthy dignified lives.”

Things we need every day -
“Food, drink, howse, bus, clothes, o
bed., o tolet, ocenpational
therapist, speech and lnguagre
therapist, physiotherapist




Your health and a decent standard of living
was raised by so many of you that it was
felt that it needed to be highlighted
separately. The high level of concern you
expressed in relation to the need for healthy living would indicate a
desire to have the right to health care recognised as a core right.

"Children have +he 'ﬁ/g?/’% o all Sorts of bealth care
/na/uct/ng ;asga/z/afm‘a Services 455/3}154 or children. For
children twho have been FracimatiSead aS a reSolt %4 Fhe
aonf//a% thiS IS an urgﬁin% ueea "

“The halting site is a

" People with disabilities
very unhealthy

e not Grven a/ug choice

environment, the children s o what vind of
are just sitting in muck, whe elehar Jc\/\&{/j/ wonk
and the young children From the NHS, you are
are vomiting and have st thrown inko i
diarrhoea.”

‘We have a right to a
better health service "

99% of clients surveyed by Brook Belfast believed that young people should
have a right to avail of sexual health care service without their parent’s

knowledge or consent.



You were very clear about the importance
of play and leisure for young people
growing up. You thought that all children
and young people should have this as a
right. You wanted the right to have places to play. You needed to
be able to get into these places. You also wanted more free time.
Over and over again you said to us that there are no places for you
to play. You told us that the facilities that exist are often unsafe and
that the equipment doesn t work. The young people with disabilities
said you had huge problems getting into buildings. This stopped
you taking part in social and leisure activities.

"R'\S\"ﬂ 10 expend “There IS no place fmﬂ Fhe

our” ener N oa yoring. oneS #o play — e
profitable” way.” need a playgrocond.”

"Parks that are clean with
play equipment that actually
works and is well Kept.”

‘Rigrint +0 develop sociol
skalls Jchrou@/h nberaction
with other children.”

Things we enjoy -

“Music, friends, dogs, cinema, wrestling,
cats, bowling, TV, stories, boxing, watching
football, sleepovers, outings.”



Families were very important to you. You
believe that the government should help
families to be able to care for their
children. This meant help with physical
care and comfort. It also meant supporting
parents to give their children love and affection. You knew that it
was not always possible for all young people to live with their
families. You said the government should sort out fostering or
other care arrangements for these young people.

"rarents need 10 be helped  The stake showd support families the
‘o do Aheir \ob." whole wauy ond not as far as
possible.”

If it is not possible to have a family for whatever reason then young
people should have the following rights.

Yoz people need. porents or
AU dions wnkil em@y ore oole to
stand. on their own two feet

A j/xsd, age Shocclant be
St fcm yoreng. people
éict@m/ng /ka’,spsnctzn% %4
Fheir parentS, it kind oja
Adepend S ow the child.”




You wanted the rights of victims to be
properly recognised in a Bill of Rights. You
pointed out that young people can also be

victims.
Vickims showld hove thne rigrint
Vietims kf?’”ﬂs should be put 0 Q0eess Soeioh workers in
b€€OV€ villains’ (Yl%mf)- ) their sehools and «//TOMM clubs

free of charpe

You recognised the need for special treatment for young people
who come into conflict with the law. The need to raise the age of
criminal responsibility from 10 years of age is discussed in the
section called At what age.

You believed also that any decisions about detention of young
people need to take their age into account. You said that the
government should be thinking of other ways to deal with young
people instead of just locking them up.

" Detention centres up to the age
of 21 years, then adult prison.”

! Youngy people hove the
rigrht not 4o be locked up."
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